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Yes No N/A

Management System

1.1

Is it ensured that the scheme user has a license to 
operate and that it or its group members (if applicable) 
are not suspended or excluded from another 
sustainability certification scheme at the time of the 
audit?

Initial Audit + 
Recertification None

Check which other sustainability certification schemes have 
been used within the previous 12 months. Check if certificates 
have been withdrawn within the previous 12 months. Verify 
that the operational unit is currently (at the date of the audit) 
not blacklisted by another sustainability certification scheme.
Note: If an economic unit is suspended or excluded from 
certification by another sustainability certification system, 
certification under HORTICERT is not possible, until the 
suspension or exclusion expires 

Certificates, databases and registries of certification 
schemes, interview with personnel
Operating license

Traceability

2.1 Is ensured that the Group Member is part of a group? Initial Audit + 
Recertification None

Check contracts with Group Manager for reliability and 
completeness.
Check information on membership document. 

Contract, Geographical location coordinates

2.2
Are the amounts of material delivered as sustainable 
consistent with the size of the crop area and yield or 
production capacity per year?

Recertification Consider risk 
level

Check reports on outgoing material, delivery notes, field 
records etc.

Note: For this indicator, audit intensity is dependent on the 
defined risk level for traceability (regular or high)

Reports on outgoing material, delivery notes, field 
records etc.

2.3 Is the copy of the signed self-declaration available? Initial Audit + 
Recertification

Consider risk 
level

Check self-declaration for reliability and signature 

Note: For this indicator, audit intensity is dependent on the 
defined risk level for traceability (regular or high)

Self-Declaration

2.18

How many cubic meters (m3) of (various) materials 
declared by the System User as sustainable certified 
according to HORTICERT were sold in the previous 
certification period? 

Recertification None Check quantities in HORTI-TRACE, comparision with ERP 
system or other documentation of outgoing material

HORTI-TRACE incl.  HORTI-TRACE transaction 
overview, ERP System, documentation of outgoing 
material

Chain of Custody - Mass Balance

Chain of Custody - Physical Seggregation

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

5.1

If an individual GHG calculation was performed 
(optional), answer with "yes". If the default value 
provided by HORTICERT is used, answer with "not 
relevant".

Initial Audit + 
Recertification None If no individual GHG calculation is carried out, some of the 

following indicators are not relevant.
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