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Relevance of HORTICERT-Certification for growing media mixing plants

Example

Support in meeting national and European requirements for the traceability of supply 
chains (e.g. LkSG, EUDR) and greenhouse gas emissions savings.

Verification of claims regarding the carbon footprint of potting soils and growing 
media.

Verified sustainability assessment by third-party certification bodies, which increases 
the transparency and credibility of claims.

Positive effect on image for companies as pioneers in the certification of sustainable 
peat free and peat-reduced substrates with a reduced carbon footprint.

Opportunity for participation and consultation in further development of an 
international certification system for peat substitutes as a stakeholder.

Expansion of the network of pioneers in the field of peat reduction and producers of 
peat substitutes.
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Applications of HORTICERT-Certification

Coconut-based products

Certification of companies Certification of products

Under HORTICERT, companies along the entire value chain, from 
raw material extraction to the production of the final substrate, 
can be certified.

Agricultural and forestry operations

HORTICERT focuses on the currently most important peat 
substitutes. In the future, other peat substitutes will also fall under 
the certification.

Wood chips and fibers

Green compost

Bark humus

In the future: mineral peat substitutes, rice husks, 
miscanthus, biochar (-compost), products from 
paludiculture, “Topsoil”, etc.

First collectors

Processing units

Growing media mixing plants

Traders (no certification is required, only the use of HORTI-TRACE)

Assessment of sustainability, no requirements regarding quality of peat substitutes

à Usage of the HORTICERT-Logo is permitted (e.g. 
company website), however usage is not permitted on 
products.

à Usage of the HORTICERT-Seal on products is     
permitted.
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Sustainability requirements for growing media mixing plants in regions with low risk 
level (e.g., Germany)

§ In the initial audit, only the immediate indicators must be complied with.

§ Since HORTICERT conducts risk-based audits, not all sustainability requirements necessarily have to be 
checked, depending on the region, legislation, etc.

§ Although Germany is seen as a region with a low risk level, a few sustainability indicators must still be checked:

Ø Guideline on health and safety at work

Ø Guideline on equal treatment of all employees 

Ø Risk assessment to identify the main occupational health and safety risks

Ø If subcontractors are employed who work with certified material, they must also meet the standard 

Ø Compliance with thresholds for heavy metals in components and substrates (RAL quality assurance 
sufficient)

Ø Development of a Sustainability Improvement Plan in order to comply with further sustainability 
requirements in the future.

See full audit checklist and guidance documents
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Further requirements regarding management system and traceability

§ Permission for the operation of the facility and site plan/floor plan of the location

§ Organizational chart and brief descriptions of the tasks and responsibilities of the employees responsible 
for implementing, reviewing, developing and updating the HORTICERT requirements

§ Description of data management, documentation and records

§ Description of material flow diagrams with production reports and process instructions with process 
descriptions, flow meters and conversion factors

§ Internal risk analysis

§ Sustainability Improvement Plan

§ Participation in HORTI-TRACE training and its ongoing use (= online tool for tracing supply chains)

§ Report on the internal HORTICERT audit in preparation for the external audit

§ ...

Excerpt from the document checklist

See document checklist

If a  well-maintained QM manual is in place (e.g. according to ISO 9001), many of the required 
documents are already available and only need to be supplemented.
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Greenhouse Gas Calculation

§ Growing media mixing plants must calculate the greenhouse gas emissions for each certified end product individually 
in accordance with the HORTICERT GHG methodology.

§ In doing so, the emissions from all substrate components and other process inputs (e.g. electricity, diesel, additives, 
etc.) as well as the emissions from the components that arise during the use-phase of the substrate must be taken into 
account (cradle-to-grave approach).

§ Either the standard values provided by HORTICERT or, if available, GHG values individually calculated by suppliers 
according to the HORTICERT GHG methodology can be used as emission factors for the substrate components.

§ The emissions of the product are compared to a peat reference product and the final emission savings can be 
displayed on the product packaging together with the HORTICERT logo.

See System Document 02 “GHG Calculation”

The usage of peat substitutes instead of peat can significantly reduce the carbon footprint of substrates.
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Requirements for the use of the HORTICERT-Seal on the product packaging

Ø Depending on the development of political goals and market developments, 
the maximum peat content may be adjusted in the future.

Ø At least 25 % of the total substrate must be certified according to the mass 
balance approach in order to use a HORTICERT claim on the product 
packaging.

Ø The entire supply chain of the certified components must be certified.

Hobby substrates:
Maximum 30 % peat

Professional substrates: 
Maximum 70 % peat

Usage of the 
HORTICERT-Seal with 
corresponding Claim on 
the final substrate is 
permitted.

Maximum peat content

Minimum content of certified components



For personal use only. Reproduction and distribution is prohibited. 8 I

Logos and Claims for marketing and communcation

§ System Users with a valid HORTICERT certificate or who are certified under group 
certification can use the HORTICERT-Logo at the point of sale and on marketing and 
communication materials, invoices, delivery documents, websites, and advertisements. 

§ The HORTICERT logo is prohibited from being used on HORTICERT certified end products.

HORTICERT Logo

§ The HORTICERT Seal confirms that a component or product meets the HORTICERT 
requirements for sustainability, supply chain traceability and carbon footprint calculation. 

§ The HORTICERT Seal is framed by two informative statements. 

Ø Final product refiners selling to the end consumer use the seal for certified final substrates.

Ø Component producers must use the slightly adapted version for components/peat substitutes.

HORTICERT Seal
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Audit und Fees

§ The certificate is valid for one year. In the first year, an on-site audit is required; in subsequent years, desk-audits are 
possible. The first audit takes about half a day.

§ Companies can choose an independent certification body for the HORTICERT audit. Before the audit, auditors must take 
part in a HORTICERT training and meet the basic requirements.

Ø Several certification bodies already work with HORTICERT. Contact them here.                 
If you wish to work with a different certification body, please contact us.

Audit

§ The annual HORTICERT fees for growing media mixing plants depend on the company's turnover and the quantities 
sold as HORTICERT certified. The current fee overview document can be found on our website.

§ In addition, there are fees for the audit by the independent certification body. HORTICERT has no influence on these 
fees.

Fees

https://www.horticert.org/certification/certification-bodies/
https://www.horticert.org/contact/
https://www.horticert.org/


For personal use only. Reproduction and distribution is prohibited. 11 I

First steps towards HORTICERT-Certification

Find out more about HORTICERT and independent certification bodies on our 
website.

Register as a system user on our website to access the audit checklist for 
growing media mixing plants in Germany and other preparation documents.

Contact a certification body of your choice and arrange an audit appointment.

Contact your suppliers so that they can also start the HORTICERT certification 
process.

Prepare for the audit with the help of the audit checklist and preparation 
documents. Create an individual GHG calculation.

https://www.horticert.org/
https://www.horticert.org/
https://www.horticert.org/log-in/registration/
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WEITERE INFORMATIONEN UNTER

www.horticert.org

und auf LinkedIn

FURTHER INFORMATION ON

and on


